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KATE ALBRECHT, PH.D. 
 

Phone: (312) 413-4962 
kalbrech@uic.edu 
 

400 S. Peoria Street, 2115 AEH  
Chicago, IL 60607 

 
EDUCATION 

 
PhD North Carolina State University, Public Administration  May 2019 

Dissertation: “Understanding Network Evolution: Comparing and Integrating 
Phenomenological, Configurational, and Main Effect Methodologies” 

  
MPA North Carolina State University, Public Administration  May 2016 
 
BS University of Miami, Communications May 2006 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS, PRODUCTS, AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
Peer-reviewed Publications                      * mentored graduate student 
 
1. Medwid, L., Huang, D*, Carroll, D.A, Khalaf, C, Albrecht, K., & Li, J.* (2025). “The Hidden 

Household Water Affordability Burden: An Examination of Municipal Ordinances and Racial 
Equity.” American Review of Public Administration. (in press, 10.1177/02750740251340063) 
 

2. Albrecht, K., Carroll, D.A., Kass, A., Michnick, J.*, & Wetmore, B*. (2024). “Fiscal Institutions and 
Racial Equity: Determining the Price of Water.” Public Budgeting & Finance 44: 45–68.  

 
3. Nowell, B. & Albrecht, K. (2024). “Purpose-oriented Networks and their Environment: A Population 

Ecology of Network Domains.” Public Management Review, 26(8), 2218-2241. 
 
4. Shafiq, S.*, Albrecht, K., & LeRoux, K. (2023). Extending the Interdependence Theory to Local 

Public Service Provision: Evidence from Iowa. Nonprofit Policy Forum, 14(3), 255–278. 
 
5. Michnick, J.*, Albrecht, K., Carroll, D. A., & Kass, A. (2022). Networked supply chains: Examining 

the costs of Lake Michigan drinking water. Illinois Municipal Policy Journal, 7(1), 29-48 
 
6. Nowell, B., Steelman, T., Velez, A. -L., & Albrecht, K. (2022). Co-management during crisis: insights 

from jurisdictionally complex wildfires. International Journal of Wildland Fire, 31(5), 529-544. 
 

7. Albrecht, K. (2022). Shapeshifting to address complexity: Advancing a typology of network 
evolution and transformation. Complexity Governance & Networks, 8(1), 25-40. 

 
8. Coupet, J., Albrecht, K., Williams, T., & Farruggia, S. (2020). Collaborative Value in Public and 

Nonprofit Strategic Alliances: Evidence from Transition Coaching. Administration & Society, 52(3), 
405–430. 
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9. Nowell, B., & Albrecht, K. (2019). A reviewer’s guide to qualitative rigor. Journal of Public 
Administration Research and Theory, 29(2), 348–363. 

 
10. Albrecht, K., Varkey, S., Colville, K., & Clerkin, R. (2018). Perceptions of Nonprofits and For-Profit 

Social Enterprises: Current Trends and Future Implications. The Journal of Nonprofit Education and 
Leadership, 8(3). 

 
11. Albrecht, K. (2018). Institutional Logics and Accountability: Advancing an Integrated Framework in 

Nonprofit–Public Partnerships. Journal of Public and Nonprofit Affairs, 4(3), 284–305. 
 
12. Nowell, B., Velez, A.-L. K., Hano, M. C., Sudweeks, J., Albrecht, K., & Steelman, T. (2018). Studying 

networks in complex problem domains: Advancing methods in boundary specification. 
Perspectives on Public Management and Governance, 1(4), 273–282. 

 
Peer-reviewed book chapters 

Albrecht, K. & Shafiq, S. (2024). Collaboration with Nonprofit Organizations. In Reddick, C. & Demir, T. 
(Eds.), Handbook of Public Service Delivery. Edward Elgar Publishing. 
 
Albrecht, K. & Archibald, E*. (2023). Inductive Survey Research. In Ford, L & Scandura, T. (Eds.), Sage 
Handbook of Survey Development and Application. Sage. 
 
Varkey, S. & Albrecht, K. (2023). Performance Management. In Kuenzi. K. & Stewart, A. (Eds.), 
Nonprofit Sector Human Resource Management: Equipping Organizations to be Democratic, Diverse, 
Inclusive, and Employee-Friendly. Sagamore Press. 
 

Albrecht, K. (2021). “Longitudinal Network Analysis with RSiena”. Published as an online supplement 
in Garson, D. G., Data Analytics for the Social Sciences: Applications in R. Routledge. 
 
Under Review 

Litvak, E., Groffman, P., Albrecht, K. “Advancing urban water science to address a paradigm shift in 
water management in US cities.” Under review at Environmental Research: Water. 

Skuzinski, T., Albrecht, K., Michnick, J., & Hernandez, C. V. “Performance, Systemicity, and Relational 
Perspectives in Infrastructure Governance: Using Shared Institutional Grammar to Conceptualize 
Interlocal Cooperation.” Under review at Public Administration as of June 2025. 
 
Albrecht, K., Kurtz, S.*, & Shafiq, S.* “Agency, Stewardship, and Information Sharing Ties: The 
intersection of network dynamics and monitoring mechanisms in nonprofit-government service 
delivery.” Revise and resubmit at American Review of Public Administration as of November 2024. 

 
Preparing for Submission 
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Albrecht, K. “Network Domains and Metamorphosis: A fuzzy-set Qualitative Comparative Analysis of 
Public Health Network Transformation.” Preparing for submission to Journal of Public Administration 
Research and Theory.  
 
Albrecht, K., & Leinwand, B. “Exploring network community detection to inform policy implementation 
process theories”. Preparing for submission to the Administration and Society. 
 
Albrecht, K. & E-Zehra, M. “Collaborative capacity in government-nonprofit service delivery networks.” 
Preparing for submission to Public Administration Review. 

Albrecht, K., Michnick, J.*, Carroll, D.A. “Authority and Accountability in Collaborative Water Systems: 
A Comparative Case Study of Intergovernmental Organizations in Northeastern Illinois.”  
 
Community Reports & Products 

“Water Rate Setting across Northwestern, Central, and Southern Illinois.” Report prepared for the 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency. UIC Government Finance Research Center. (2024). 
 
“Local governments’ role in Chicago’s Health and Wellness Networks.” Interactive website and report 
prepared for David Perry Engaged Research Award and the Institute for Policy and Civic Engagement at 
UIC. (2023-present). 
 
 “Water Rate Setting in the Lake Michigan Service Area.” Report prepared for the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency. UIC Government Finance Research Center. (2023). 
 
 “Illinois Racial Equity and Justice Landscape Study.” Report and network analysis presentation 
prepared for Grand Victoria Foundation. UIC Great Cities Institute. (2023). 
 

Selected Conference Presentations 

Albrecht, K., Caroll, D.A., Huang, D., Khalaf, C., Medwid, L., & Michnick, J. (2024) Modeling Complexity 
in a Fragmented System of Drinking Water Provision. American Society of Public Administration 
Conference. Minneapolis, MN, USA. 

Zehra, M.E. & Albrecht, K. (2024). Red Rover or Dodge Ball? Examining Strategic Tie Choice in 
Government-Nonprofit Service Delivery. American Society of Public Administration Conference. 
Minneapolis, MN, USA. 

Zehra, M.E. & Albrecht, K. (2023). Strategic Tie Choice in Government-Nonprofit Service Delivery. In 
Association for Research on Nonprofit and Voluntary Action. Orland, FL, USA. 

Albrecht, K, Caroll, D.A., Huang, D., Khalaf, C., Medwid, L., & Michnick, J. (2023). Authority and 
Accountability in Collaborative Water Systems. Urban Affairs Association Conference, Nashville, TN, 
USA. 

Skusinski, T. & Albrecht, K. (2023). Infrastructure Governance and Constitutive Institutions.  Urban 
Affairs Association Conference, Nashville, TN, USA. 
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Albrecht, K. & Leinwand, B. (2022). Exploring network community detection to inform policy 
implementation processes. Public Management Research Conference. Phoenix, AZ, USA 

Albrecht, K., & Coupet, J. (2022). Ties that bind: Examining the costs of nonprofit engagement in 
interlocal service agreements. Public Management Research Conference. Phoenix, AZ, USA 

Skuzinski, T., Albrecht, K., & Michnick, J. (2022). Infrastructure governance and Institutional Grammar: 
A conceptual framework and application to drinking water systems in Chicagoland. Midwest Political 
Science Association. Chicago, IL. 

Skuzinski, T., Michnick, J., & Albrecht, K. (2022). Punctuations and frictions in collaborative water 
governance: Evidence from the Chicagoland region. American Society of Public Administration. 
Jacksonville, FL, USA 

Albrecht, K., Michnick, J., & Skuzinski, T. (2022). Triangulating network knowledge, position, and 
performance: Insights from water governance systems. American Society of Public Administration. 
Jacksonville, FL, USA 

(List of conference presentations prior to 2022 available upon request) 
 

TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH AND GRANT EXPERIENCE 
 
• 2025 (under review at NSF Science of Organizations) – “Collaborative Research: A cross-

country study of purpose-oriented networks” - $570,000 
• 2024-2025 – Institute for Policy and Civic Engagement Research Award for “Empowering 

Purpose-Oriented Network Leaders and Funders for Sustainable Community Engagement” - 
$19,000 

• 2022-2025 – Affiliated faculty, UIC Government Finance and Research Center, with Illinois 
Office of Management and Budget “Water Rate Study” - $769,000 

• 2022-2023 – Affiliated Faculty, UIC Great Cities Institute, with Grand Victoria Foundation 
“Illinois Racial Equity and Racial Justice Landscape Scan” - $50,000 

• August 2020 to July 2021–Co-Co-Principal Investigator for Illinois Innovation Network 
“Sustaining Illinois through Collaborative Governance: A Pilot Study of Water Systems 
Governance in Northeast and North Central Illinois” - $30,000 

• 2019 to present – UIC Networks and Governance Lab affiliated faculty 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

2024 David Perry Engaged Research Award – UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs                                                                                  
“Purpose-Oriented Network Research with a Community-Oriented Purpose.” 
Community-engaged participatory research, May 2024 – December 2024  
 
2021 Charles Levine Best Paper Award - Academy of Management Public-Nonprofit Division  
“Purpose-oriented Networks and their Environment: A Population Ecology of Network Domains” 
 
2019 Volker Junior Scholar Research Award - APSA Public Administration Section 
“Risk, reward, and rationality: Toward a theory of partner selection between well-resourced and 
distressed local governments” 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

University of Illinois Chicago, Chicago  August 2019-present   
Assistant Professor, Public Policy, Management, and Analytics  

• PPOL 230 – Nonprofit Organizations in US Civil Society (Undergraduate General Education) 
• PA 521 – Strategic Management: Planning and Measurement (MPA/MPP) 
• PA 544 – Qualitative Research Methods (MPP/PhD) 
• PA 541 – Advanced Data Analysis I – Regression models (MPP/PhD) 

 
Tutorial/teaching simulation development 

• Qualitative Comparative Analysis Tutorial. Online-synchronous course and archived materials. 
Overview of the logic and use of QCA. Additional lab opportunity for students to apply and 
practice QCA in R. 

• Case study development for E-PARCC simulation contest and use in Strategic Management 
course. “Water for you and me, or water for us? Regional collaboration in drinking water 
systems”.  2022 E-PARCC Teaching Simulation Winner.  
 

Teaching certifications 
• UIC Office of Planning, Sustainability, and Project Management. Teaching Sustainability 

Initiative 2022-2023 
• UIC Center for the Advancement of Teaching and Education. Inclusive Education Scholars 

Certification Spring 2024 
 
SERVICE TO ACADEMIC UNIT AND COLLEGE 

 
UIC Department of Public Policy, Management, and Analytics             August 2019-present 

• Mental Health First Aider certification           
• Doctoral Comprehensive Exam Committee 
• MPA/MPP Admissions and Program Committee (Completed NASPAA reaccreditation in 2020) 
• Bachelor of Public Policy Program Committee 
• Dissertation Committee Membership 

• Jun Li, “Multiplexity in Networks of Intergovernmental Agreements” (2024) 
• Saman Shafiq, “Publicness in Networks” (2022) 
• Samuel Kurtz, “The Next Frontier: Inter-Institutional Dynamics in Regional Problem 

Solving” (2022) 
• Victor Hugg, “Collaborative Governance and Public Education: Interlocal Networks and 

Student Outcomes” (2020) 
 
UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs                                                  August 2021-present 

• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Working Group 
• UIC-Partnerships for Anti-racist Campus Transformation (PACT) 
• College Executive Committee 
 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 
 

Association leadership and engagement 
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• ARNOVA Early Scholars Section Vice Chair                                                                 2018-2020 
• ASPA Section on Complexity & Network                                                                   2020-present 
• AOM PNP Division Doctoral Consortium Mentor             August 2022 
• AOM PNP Division Doctoral Consortium Co-Chair                                October 2022-present 

 
Journal Editorship and Reviewer 

• Associate editor, Complexity, Governance and Networks                      2021-present 
• Peer reviewer (ongoing) 
      Academy of Management, PNP Division: Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory; 

Journal of Public and Nonprofit Affairs; International Public Management Journal; Nonprofit 
Management and Leadership; Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly; State and Local 
Government Review; Perspectives on Public Management and Governance; Public 
Administration Review 
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